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Oil Conservation Division Issues Pit Rule Clarification 
Regarding Fresh Water Stations 

 
 
 

SANTA FE, NM – The Oil Conservation Division today issued a Memorandum clarifying the 
permitting of fresh water stations in regards to the new “Pit Rule.” On June 16, 2008 a new regulation 
(commonly known as the Pit Rule) went into effect regarding pits, closed-loop systems, below-grade 
tanks, and sumps used in the connection with oil and gas operations, 19.15.17 NMAC. The 
clarification is to provide guidance on which activities associated with fresh water stations may be 
excluded from the rule and which activities and conditions require the operator to comply with the 
permitting requirements of the rule. 
 
A copy of the Memorandum is attached below.  
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The Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department provides resource protection 
 and renewable energy resource development services to the public and other state agencies. 
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